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Mr. Bender graduated from the University of Minnesota in 1960 and received a graduate degree in government from St. Mary’s University in San Antonio in 1965.  He taught high school social studies at the 12th grade level before creating the nationally acclaimed Opposing Viewpoints Series and founding the educational publishing company Greenhaven Press.  In 1985 he co-founded Lucent Books.  Both companies were acquired by Thomson Gale in 2000.  Since selling his companies, Mr. Bender volunteers much of his time to promote CHARACTER COUNTS!, the nation’s most widely adopted character education framework.
Richard S. Glassman
Mr. Glassman co-founded Blackbirch Press, Inc. in 1991, with his son. He had been involved in all aspects of the book publishing industry since the 1960s, including positions with American Heritage and XEP, the publishers of My Weekly Reader and Read magazine. Mr. Glassman completed the Fine Arts program at Cooper Union in New York City, and holds a BFA from the San Francisco Art Institute.
Sonja Kalter
Ms. Kalter was in publishing for nearly 40 years, working in the graphics and design departments for many highly respected publishers. She also spent nearly 15 years as an elementary school teacher and administrator. Ms. Kalter graduated from Cooper Union in New York City and holds a BFA from the San Francisco Art Institute.
Tanya Stone
Tanya Lee Stone was a children's book editor for 13 years, developing and editing hundreds of books for readers from Kindergarten through Middle School. She worked at Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Macmillan, and Grolier before becoming the Managing Editor of Blackbirch Press. Stone also holds a Masters in Education. Since becoming a full-time author, Stone has published nearly 80 children's books. In January 2006, Stone’s first novel for young adults, A BAD BOY CAN BE GOOD FOR A GIRL will be released by Random House. In April 2007, she has a picture book biography coming out with Henry Holt, entitled ELIZABETH LEADS THE WAY. Her young adult biography of Ella Fitzgerald will be published by Viking in 2008.
